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Valley of the Moon Natural History Association WINTER 2009

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DINNER

Saturday, September 26, Park staff went all out to express their appreciation for Valley of the
Moon State Park Volunteers. The event began with beverages, socializing and accordion enter-

S n 0 wkvéryone was relieved and happy when the sun went down. Guests enjoyed wines from
Benziger Family winery poured by the maintenance crew, with various pastas, salads and
French bread for dinner and scrumptious homemade apple cake made by VIP Liz Montgomery .

Expressions of appreciation for the service that Volunteers provide to the parks were pre-
sented by Diablo Vista District Superintendent Dave Gould, Silverado Sector Superintendent
Mary Pass, VOM Supervising Ranger Neill Fogarty, Museum Curator Carol Dodge and VMNHA
President Greg Hayes.

Throughout the program, Rangers Deej Beane
prize drawings, giving gifts provided by local merchants and park staff. The lovely Manzanita ta-
ble decorations, made by Park Aide Michelle Milne were given away at the end of the evening to
a happy winner from each table.

Lou Leal announced the opening of the new Cruise of the Snark Exhibit at Jack London SHP
and described the journey the committee traveled to complete it. He joked that planning the ex-
hibit took longer than the cruise itself.

The following volunteers and park staff received Certificates of Appreciation for their work in
planning and developing the Snark Exhibit: Greg Hayes, Lou Leal, Al Stumpf, Rich Ward,
ohn Felton, Sheryl Lawton, Carol Dodge  and Karen Barrett .

California State Park Poppy awards for outstanding volunteer service were presented to
Renate Bialy, Lar ry HandwgDeandlinoletteBob Beanebd

Volunteer Coordinator Susan St. Marie (I) getting set up in the hot sun. (above left)
Despite the heat our dedicated volunteers showed up to erjaytiual dinner (above right).
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION

AN EVENING OF

GREAT COMPANY,
GOOD FOOD

SNARK exhibit heroes Lou Leal, Karen Barrett, Greg Hayes, Rich Ward

And Carol Dodge receiving their certificates.
Historian, mentor and VP of VMNHA Lou Leal



